
Mid-Week Announcements 

 

Welcome 
 
 We pray God will be glorified, and you edified, by our 

time together this evening. 
 We ask all cell phones be set to silent or vibrate. 
 Hearing devices are available for those who could 

benefit from their use.  Check with the sound room. 
 

Youth News 
 

 Six Flags:  Our Six Flags trip is this Saturday, Dec. 
12.  The group will leave the building at 10 am.  

  Junior Bible Bowl Team: Sandy’s team will have a 
“Super Sunday” this Sunday, Dec. 13.  Please bring 
money for CiCi’s pizza.  Study Chapters 1-12. 

 LTC Events:  For kids grade 7-12, Short Film/Radio 
Minute Message/Web Page will meet this Sunday, 
Dec. 13, at 4 pm in the new multipurpose room. 

 Caroling:  All service challenge kids mark your calen-
dars for Tuesday, Dec. 15.  This is our annual caroling 
event.  We will leave the building at 6 pm. 

 

Holiday Parties 
 

 The Johnson’s Holiday party will be this Saturday, 
Dec. 12, from 1:30-4:30 pm.  Robert and Karen live at 
414 Wain Dr.  Everyone is invited to come share in 
great food and fellowship.  Maps to their house are on 
the table in the foyer. 

 Come to the Lawler’s Holiday Open House for food 
and fellowship Friday, Dec. 18, 4-8 pm.  Bring a favor-
ite finger food.  Don and Mary live at 1604 Colonial Dr. 
(in Fairway Oaks off Hawkins Pkwy). 

 

Adult Bible Classes 
 
Robert’s Bible class will meet with the auditorium class 
tonight.  Benny is on vacation this week. 
 

Ladies Class 
 
Our Ladies’ class will be dismissed until Jan 6.  At that 
time we will study lessons 12-13 from The Barnabas Fac-
tor.  All ladies are encouraged to attend. 
 
 

See you in Bible Class and Worship this Sunday! 

 

Remember in Prayer 
 
Information available when the bulletin was printed.  Listen 
to the announcements for updates. 
 Margurite Wilson is now at home and will be continu-

ing her therapy there. 
 Merlene Stoker is now at home.  Her blood pressure is 

better. 
 Robert & Karen’s great niece, Ryalyn, is now at home.  

She still has the infections and is still in need of our 
prayers.   

 Keith Barlow is doing better.  Latest test show no signs 
of leukemia at this time.  Keith is Irv’s nephew and 
James’ cousin. 

 Leann Wilson, a friend of Mary Alice Scott, is in Good 
Shepherd ICU with heart problems.  The outlook is not 
good. 

 Luke Kimbrough’s grandfather, Carl Mayberry, is re-
sponding to cancer treatment well and is improving.  He 
is now at home.  Luke would like to thank everyone for 
their prayers and asks we continue to pray for him. 

 DeeAnn Kimbrough’s brother, Brian Shaw, has a de-
tached retina in both eyes.  His surgery has been post-
poned and his condition has not improved. 

Please continue to remember in prayer our shut-ins, 
whether home bound or in nursing facilities.   
 

Visitation  
 
Our Visitation Groups will be reorganizing for the new 
year.  If you have not been part of this good work and would 
like to start, please see Frank Buce.  Be watching the bulle-
tin for more information on when our visitation program will 
resume. 
 

39’ers 
 
The 39’ers December party will be Tuesday, Dec. 15, at 6 
pm, at the Summit Club.  The cost will be $21.50 per per-
son.  Bring a gift for the gift exchange (a gag gift is pre-
ferred).  Please sign the list on the table. Please turn in 
money to Sue Wilson or Jean Cherry ASAP. 
 

Points to Ponder 
 

 Example is a lesson that all men can read.  
 A good example is the best sermon. 
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I’M THINKING, I’M THINKING 

 

To rationalize something is the process by which one attempts to justify behavior normally con-
sidered irrational or unacceptable, typically by offering an apparently reasonable explanation.  
At least, to the person involved, the explanation may seem reasonable.  The problem is, when 
one begins to rationalize behavior, if said behavior is based in what is questionable or sinful, 
then the criteria on which the reasoning comes is faulty, so the rationalization is faulty as well. 
 
This is a tried and true technique of Satan for those who become involved in sinful behavior.  
“There’s a logical explanation why I should allow this, or be involved in it,” the reasoning goes.  
But typically, for those listening, it doesn’t really make good sense.  For example, when Moses 
asked the reason why Aaron made a golden calf for the people to worship, his response was, 
“So I said to them, 'Let any who have gold take it off.'  So they gave it to me, and I threw it into 
the fire, and out came this calf” (Ex. 32:24).  While it may have sounded good enough of an 
excuse to offer Moses, when we read it today, we respond with something like, “Yeah, right.”  
Trying to rationalize his sin, this may have been the best Aaron could come up with on short 
notice, and it sounded logical to him.  Not so for those who are thinking objectively, who are 
not caught up in sin. 
  
Most of us don’t like being caught doing something wrong, and when confronted, sin works in 
us to come up with some explanation, something we think sounds plausible, something others 
will accept.  It rarely is so, except for the one making the excuses.  Why?  Sin deceives us and 
then hardens our hearts, so that our ability to reason properly is hindered (Heb. 3:13).  It 
makes wrong look right and right look wrong (Isa. 5:20).  Of course, this is easy to see in oth-
ers, just not so much in ourselves. 
 
What a difference there is in this response, and that which David offered when confronted with 
his sin with Bathsheba and Uriah.  Rather than rationalize why he had the right to do it, or use 
his authority as king to silence the prophet, he humbly said, “I have sinned against the Lord” (2 
Sam. 12:13).  David knew God, and that no amount of rationalization could change the fact 
that God knew what he had done.  Instead, he humbled his heart and sought God’s forgive-
ness, determined not to repeat this mistake again. 
 
Throughout the course of our lives, we will personally be confronted with situations where we 
have to make a choice.  Perhaps if we stopped to think how we will explain those choices be-
fore acting, we would do less rationalizing and develop a greater commitment to the truth and 
its role in our lives.  Proverbs reminds us, “Buy truth, and do not sell it, get wisdom and instruc-
tion and understanding” (Prov. 23:23).  We are to speak the truth in love (Eph. 4:15), first to 
ourselves and then in our relationship to others.  We must be willing to honestly examine our-
selves, our motives and actions, and make sure our lives are where they should be (2 Cor. 
13:5). 
 
The story is told of a person who was confronted with doing something wrong.  He responded, 
“I did it because it was Tuesday.”  “What has that got to do with this?” was the reply.  “Nothing, 
but it was the best I could come up with on the spur of the moment.”  So too can be some of 
the excuses we offer.  “Therefore, laying aside falsehood, speak truth each one of you with his 
neighbor, for we are members of one another” (Eph. 4:25). 
 

Robert 


