
Mid-Week Announcements 

 

Welcome 
 
 We pray God will be glorified, and you edified, by 

our time together this evening. 
 We ask all cell phones be set to silent or vibrate. 
 Hearing devices are available for those who 

could benefit from their use.  Check with the 
sound room. 

 

Youth News 
 
 Service Challenge:  There is a citywide day for 

volunteer opportunities this Saturday, Nov. 21.  
We have committed to help with some weeding 
and planting at the ARC of East Texas from 9 am 
to noon.  If you want to come and help, either let 
Robie know, or meet us at the building at 8:30 am 
Saturday. 

 Web Page and Children's Book will meet this 
Sunday, Nov. 22, at 2:30 pm in the old multipur-
pose room. 

 Citywide Thanksgiving Food Drive - The Food 
Drive at Maude Cobb will be this coming Mon-
day, Nov. 23.  If you want to help with the sorting 
and organizing of donated food, meet at Maude 
Cobb starting at 4 pm (or whenever you can get 
there). 

 Bible Reading will meet this Sunday, Nov. 2, at 
5 pm in the new multipurpose room for a final 
practice session  The competition will be after 
evening worship in the new multipurpose room. 

 

Holiday Party 
 
The Johnson’s Holiday party will be Saturday, Dec. 
12, from 1:30-4:30 pm.  Robert and Karen live at 414 
Wain Dr.  Everyone is invited to come share in great 
food and fellowship. 
 

39’ers  
 
The 39ôers December party will be Tuesday, Dec. 15, 
6 pm, at the Summit Club.  The cost will be $21.50 
per person.  Bring a gift for the gift exchange (a gag 
gift is preferred).  Please sign the list on the table. 

 

Remember in Prayer 
 
Information available when the bulletin was printed.  
Listen to the announcements for updates. 
Ė Karen Johnson will have outpatient surgery to-

morrow.  She will have joint replacement in her 
left thumb. 

Ė Natha Ezell will have eye surgery Tuesday, Nov. 
24, in Tyler. 

Ė Vera Moss is ill at home with a bad cold. 
Ė Margurite Wilson is in rehab. 
Ė Janet Day is in Brentwood Hospital in Shreveport 

for evaluation.  The family will let us know when 
she returns to Longview. 

Ė Robert & Karen’s great niece, Ryalyn, is hospital-
ized at Childrenôs Hospital in Oklahoma City.  She 
has an infection and swelling in her airway and 
adenoids, and is breathing through a trachea tube. 

Please continue to remember in prayer our shut-ins, 
whether home bound or in nursing facilities.   
 

Sympathy 
 
E Our condolences are offered to Wayne Hickey 

and his family in the passing of his brother, Blaine. 
E We also offer our sympathy to Emma Richardson 

in the passing of her daughter, Diana, last week.  
She suffered from cancer. 

 

Ladies Class 
 
Our Ladiesô class will be dismissed until Dec. 2.  We 
will study lesson 11 from The Barnabas Factor, 
ñCourage to Bloom:  Barnabasò at that time. 
 

Visitation  
 
Visitation Group 3 (Colden/Danlee Rich) will meet  
Sunday, Nov. 22 following evening worship at the 
home of Tom/Jean Cherry.  All team members are 
asked to be present. 

 

See you in Bible Class and Worship 
Sunday!  
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It Stands Written  
 

 

Herodotus was a Greek historian, who lived from 484-430/20 BC.  He has been called 
the Father of History, but also the Father of Lies, as some doubt the historical accounts 
he has left behind.  One author states Herodotus, ñinstead of the truth wanted to pre-
sent us rather with tales of wonder and entertaining inventions.ò 
 
One account that many doubted had to do with Cambyses II and his armies being bur-
ied by a massive sandstorm in 525 BC.  He wrote, ñA wind arose from the south, 
strong and deadly, bringing with it vast columns of whirling sand, which entirely cov-
ered up the troops and caused them to wholly disappear.ò  Some historians wondered 
if a 50,000 man army could have so vanished without a trace, as many archeologists 
and travelers have searched for this missing army, but have found nothing. 
 
Now, however, according to a Fox News report, a pair of Italian archaeologists have 
discovered bronze weapons and hundreds of human bones in the Sahara desert.  The 
Castiglioni brothers studied ancient maps and decided Cambysesô army didnôt use the 
prevailing caravan route most archeologists assume they did.  Scholars are beginning 
to rethink Herodotusô account as perhaps more than just a fanciful tale, as artifacts 
dated from the site coincide with the time of Cambyses II. 
 
What does this have to do with anything?  Iôm always amazed how, from time to time, 
such ancient accounts believed to be fiction turn up to be true.  Yet, the Bible, whose 
historical accounts have been verified time and again, is still deemed by some to be 
nothing more than myth and legend.  If the writings of Herodotus can be shown accu-
rate in this instance, then why do people continue to reject the validity of what has 
been confirmed as true in the pages of Scripture?  Perhaps it goes back to people not 
wanting to believe the testimony of Scripture, as to accept it as genuine would force 
some to admit their lives need major adjustments to please the God of Scripture.  In 
the end, many reject what Scripture says from personal bias, not from any real discrep-
ancy in what it records. 
 
If we can believe what Herodotus wrote centuries ago, we can have confidence that 
what the Bible tells us is true.  Itôs testimony to us is for believing and obeying.  In trust-
ing its message, and committing our lives to it, we can have confidence about the 
blessings God offers us today, and the hope He promises for eternity.   ñFor this rea-
son we also constantly thank God that when you received the word of God which you 
heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men, but for what it really is, the word 
of God, which also performs its work in you who believeò (1 Thess. 2:13).  What is your 
response to the message of truth? 
 

Robert 


