
Mid-Week Announcements 

 

Welcome 
 
 We pray God will be glorified, and you edified, by our 

time together this evening. 
 We ask all cell phones be set to silent or vibrate. 
 Hearing devices are available for those who could 

benefit from their use.  Check with the sound room. 
 

Medina Food Drive 
 
Medina Childrenôs Home will be here next week!  They ask 
us to collect Salsa and/or Chicken Broth.  Be sure to pick 
up some and have it at the building by this Sunday (Nov. 
1). 
 

Youth News 
 
 Fall Party:  There will be a fall party for all kids 6th 

grade and under Oct. 31 at 10 am at the build-
ing.  There will be games, food, and fellowship!  For 
specific details,  see Debbie Bennett, Denese Midg-
ley, or Carla Matthews. 

 Web Page:  We will meet this Sunday (Nov. 1) at 3 
pm in the old multipurpose room.  Come with your 
ideas on how to use the theme "The Rock" in your 
page! 

 Bible Reading: The first meeting of Bible Reading will 
be this Sunday, Nov. 1, at 5 pm in the new multipur-
pose room.  Come with a Scripture passage in mind to 
use.  If you have any questions, please see Robert 
Johnson.  

 

Bibles for India 
 
If you would like to donate a new or used Bible for someone 
in India, please use the box in the foyer.   Have them at the 
building by this Saturday (Oct. 31).   
 

Tri-C Meal 
 
The Kilgore College Tri-C meal is tomorrow.  Please have 
your food at the building by 10:15 am. They will leave for 
Kilgore at 10:30 am.  See Sherry Krueger for more details. 
 

Visitation  
 
Visitation Group 2 (Ed/Gloria Gilmore) will meet Sunday, 
Nov. 8.  All team members are asked to be present. 

 

Remember in Prayer 
 
Information available when the bulletin was printed.  Listen 
to the announcements for updates. 

Ė Continue to keep Myrtie Findley in your prayers.  She 
is now on Hospice care. 

Ė Wayne Hickey has pneumonia and emphysema. 

Ė Eloise Mathewes, Teresa Coatsô grandmother, fell and 
broke an arm Tuesday.  She lives in Ruston, LA. 

Ė Phyllis Davis, daughter of Tommie Baxter, is recover-
ing from back surgery. 

Ė Ruth Coveyôs nephew, Justin, is having difficulty get-
ting his health issues diagnosed.  Please keep him and 
his mother, Ann, in your prayers. 

Ė The mother of Morgan Matthewôs nurse, Billie, passed 
away this past Monday (Oct. 26).  Billieôs address is on 
the bulletin board if you want to send her a card. 

Ė Billy Lane, Dan and Audrey Manuelôs son-in-law, had 
surgery earlier this week.  It was more extensive than 
anticipated, and his recovery will be prolonged. 

Please continue to remember in prayer our shut-ins, 
whether home bound or in nursing facilities.   
 

Ladies Class 
 
Our next Ladiesô class meeting will be Wednesday, Nov. 4, 
at 10 am.  All ladies are encouraged to attend.   
 

Guest Speaker 
 
We will have a representative from Cherokee Home with us 
this Sunday Nov. 1, to speak about the work in Bible class, 
and also preach at the morning service.  All adult Bible 
classes will meet together in the auditorium for this report. 
 

Time Change 
 
Remember to set your clocks BACK ONE HOUR this Sat-
urday, Oct. 31, before going to bed.  Daylight Savings Time 
ends this Sunday, Nov. 1. 
 

New Member 
 
Please welcome Merlene Stoker to our fellowship!  Mer-
leneôs address is:  405 Shelton St, Apt. 706, Longview, TX  
75601-6849.  Her phone number is:  903-563-0105.  Also, 
add her birthday to your November calendars:  Nov. 11. 

 

Remember to be in Bible Class and Worship Sunday! 
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Ittai the Gittite  
 
His name was Ittai the Gittite.  A Gittite was someone who came from Gath, a town of the Philistines.  
Perhaps the most famous person from Gath was Goliath, the giant that challenged the Israelites to bat-
tle, and was defeated by David (1 Sam. 17:4).  It was here that David would later flee to escape Saul, 
who was seeking his life (1 Sam. 27:2-4).  While this decision came from what were desperate times in 
Davidôs life, and would have been viewed as unthinkable by others,  living among the Philistines, it 
would bear beneficial fruit later. 
 
David was a man after Godôs own heart, but that didnôt mean he was incapable of sin, of making bad 
decisions and having to deal with their consequences.  His sin with Bathsheba and murder of Uriah 
separated him from God.  Though he later sought, and found, Godôs forgiveness, there would be prob-
lems from this that would affect his relationship with his family (2 Sam. 12:10).  Later, Absalom his son 
would use the same tactics against David to try and take his kingdom from him.  It would be in shame 
and anguish of spirit that David would flee from Jerusalem, knowing his son would stop at nothing, even 
his own death, to be king. 
 
If ever David needed a true friend it was now.  This is where Ittai comes in.  We donôt know for sure 
where he came to know David, but perhaps it was from the time David was in Gath, for this is where Ittai 
was from.  Could it be that David had endeared himself to Ittai and others while he was exiled there?  
Did Davidôs respect for the true God have an influence on him?  Whatever happened to connect Ittai 
with David, the connection was strong.  Hearing of Davidôs trouble, he came to be with him, along with 
his troops and their families.  David didnôt feel it was right for Ittai to make such a sacrifice for him.  
David told him, ñWhy are you also going with us? Go back and stay with the king since youôre both a 
foreigner and an exile from your homeland.  Besides, you only arrived yesterday; should I make you 
wander around with us today while I go wherever I can? Go back and take your brothers with you. May 
the Lord show you kindness and faithfulnessò (2 Sam. 15:19-20). 
 
Ittaiôs response to David shows the type of character he possessed.  ñAs surely as the Lord lives and as 
my lord the king lives, wherever my lord the king is, whether it means life or death, your servant will be 
there!ò (2 Sam. 15:21).   Ittai was committed to David no matter what, even if it meant death.  He would 
battle against Absalomôs forces to protect David, to help him secure his throne again.  Even though 
David had made mistakes and was suffering for them, it had to help knowing people like Ittai were there 
for him, would never give up on him.  That is true friendship. 
 
Would there were more like Ittai in the world today, but especially in the church!  Itôs easy to talk about 
being brethren, but something else to actually be and act like brethren.  Are we this committed to the 
Lord and the Lordôs people?  Are our affiliations stronger with the world than with our family in Christ?  
Are we committed to each other only for the good times, or can we be counted on to be there no matter 
how difficult it gets, to help and encourage, to support, to do whatôs right for each other?  We are not to 
love the world, in the sense of allowing it to come first in our heartôs desires (1 John 2:15), but we are to 
love the brotherhood (1 Pet. 2:17).  Do we weep with those who weep, as well as rejoice with them 
(Rom. 12:15)?  We should be so drawn together, that the body of Christ builds itself up in love (Eph. 
4:16). 
 
We never know, as we go through the course of our lives, who we will meet, the people we will contact, 
the measure of influence we will have.  We may never know when our thoughts, hearts, presence, 
words and actions, may be needed to encourage another.  We may never realize, as we go through life, 
how our actions today may affect our lives tomorrow.  So, letôs have the heart of David, and the resolve 
of Ittai, as we interact with those around us.  We may not only help others, but find it for ourselves as 
well.  ñTherefore encourage one another and build each other up as you are already doingò (1 Thess. 
5:11). 
 

Robert 


