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Rediscovering the Sacred

In our society, there is a dichotomy between religious belief and religious practice. For example, a major-
ity of people still express the view that Scripture is inspired of God, but only a minority is willing to read it
with any regularity, and even fewer practice it. Even within the body of Christ we find such to be true.
We understand Scripture commends us to faithfully assemble to worship, yet many are inconsistent at best
doing so. Even those who do assemble may find it difficult to take anything away from it, to find anything
personally relevant for their 1lives. Once
as spiritual principles are something heard from the pulpit, but not thought of so much in the application of
everyday situations.

How do we bridge this gap? How do we make our worship something relevant again, something that
touches our minds and hearts? How do we br
word, discovering its great truths for our lives? How do we remove the disconnect from knowing the facts
of Scripture and applying them, where they guide our consciences and affect our decisions?

I believe we have lost the sense of wonder and awe that should inherently be with us in having a relation-
ship with God and His Son. GodoO6s greatness
time. The depth of His love has not grown cold through the ages. The sacrifice of Jesus and the call of the
gospel to live in Him have not lost their meaning or are to be considered any less significant to Him. We
have become too familiar with it all, and consider it to be mundane and casual. Like the people of Mala-
chi 6s da WMy, howeiresenzeyt & Mél. 1:13) and are bored. We have forgotten how exciting
and renewing the spiritual can be.

The problem isndédt with God, but with our at
renewal in how we think and how we view life (Eph. 4:22-24). We have forgotten we are to be living
sacrifices (Rom. 12:J), that every day is a new day to live in Christ, to experience what God brings to life,
to be transformed by the power of the gospel at work in us (12:2). What an amazing thing that God de-
sires a relationship with wus, that He provi
eternal life! He is involved in every aspect of our lives for our good, and wants us to involve Him in how
we live our lives. How can all this ever be dull or boring, unless we allow it to be?

We need to rediscover the sacred, what is holy and godly about life. Worship can be fresh and renewing if
Christ is in our hearts (Rom. 8:9-11). Time in Scripture can be exciting if we see God speaking to us
about having an abundant life (John 10:10Q. Every day living can be a gift if we see the will of God as our
purpose for living it (Col. 3:23-24). If God and His Son are in all we say and do, belief and practice can
become one, and faith exciting to live out, knowing our great God is with us in it all. We should have
Johnds vision of t hSeehevageeata thye thevrather hals bestowed on esstl
would be called children of God; and such w
appeared as yet what we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because w
Him just as He is. And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He i
John 3:1, 3).

Do you have such a vision of life? Do you want to be excited about the spiritual, about what God brings to
life? Rediscover the sacred in you.

Robert

i ng 4

ANNOUNCEMENTS & SPECIAL EVENTS
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Welcome

We’re delighted you have chosen to be
with us! We pray God will be glorified,
and you edified, by sharing this time to-
gether.

We ask all cell phones be set to silent
or vibrate.

Hearing devices are available. Please
check with the sound room for
assistance with this.

Youth News

Fall Party: There will be a fall party for
all kids 6th grade and under Oct. 31 at
10 am at the building. There will be
games, food, and fellowship! For spe-
cific details, see Debbie Bennett, De-
nese Midgley, or Carla Matthews.
Bible Reading: The first meeting of Bi-
ble Reading will be Sunday, Nov. 1, at 5
pm in the auditorium. We will go over
rules and the art of public reading.
Come with a Scripture passage in mind
to use. If you have any questions,
please see Robert Johnson.

Bibles for India

Only 1 out of 600 people in India have their
own Bible. If you would like to donate a new
or used Bible for someone in India, please
use the box in the foyer. Have them here
no later than this Sat, Oct. 31, as they will
be shipped in November. For more infor-
mation see Denese Midgley.
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ONE HOUR Sat. evening (Oct 31)! We
return to Standard Time Sun, Nov. 1!
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Remember in Prayer

Information available when the bulletin was
printed. Listen to the announcements for
updates.

4+ Al Midgley is recovering at home.

+ Continue to keep Myrtie Findley in
your prayers. They still request no vis-
its at this time.

Jim Johnston is at home.

Vera Moss has started her new treat-
ment procedure for cancer.

We have a number of members at
home with various illnesses at this
time.

Keep the mother of Morgan Mat-
t h e wdrse, Billie, in your prayers.
She is in critical condition.
LaVerne Parker, Bi r ney
sister, has colon problems.
Blaine Hickey, Wa y n ebipther, had
a brain tumor removed last week.
Robert Gardner, cousin of Robert
Johnson, is hospitalized in Oklahoma
and not doing well.

Phyllis Davis, daughter of Tommie
Baxter, had back surgery last week.
Janet Ryman, Debbi e We s
sister, has 4 more treatments for her
cancer.

Remember in prayer our shut-ins, both
home bound and in nursing facilities.
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Guest Speaker

We will have a representative from Chero-
kee Home with us next Sun, Nov. 1, to
speak about the work in Bible class, and
also preach at the morning service. All
adult Bible classes will meet together in
the auditorium for this report.
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