Imagining Heaven

here are so many things in life that we call beautiful, but within a few short

years become defaced! That sparkling new car that brought so many compli-
ments will soon find its way to the scrap heap. The houses that were once called
mansions are eventually reduced to shacks. However, this is not so of the beau-
tiful place called Heaven. For there is no decay, no change; only that which is
eternal.

Someone asked, “Which is the longest day?” The answer given, “That depends
on the part of the world in which you live. In New York, the longest day is fifteen
hours. In London, it is sixteen and a half hours; In Stockholm, Sweden, it is
eighteen and a half hours; in Faroe, Finland, it is twenty-two hours; in Wardbury,
Norway, the longest day lasts for two months; in Spitzbergen for three and a half
months; but in the New Jerusalem (Heaven) to which all faithful Christians will
go, A DAY LASTS FOREVERY “There shall be no night there.”

Are you making preparations to go to heaven? Only God’s faithful children will
inherit this beautiful life. Without the new birth of “Water and the Spirit,” there is
no hope. If you have not been born again, why not have enough faith to repent,
confess Christ as God’s Son, and be baptized to be saved as Jesus com-
manded. “He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not
believe will be condemned” (Mk. 16:16, NKJV).

Jonathan Edwards wrote: “Every saint in heaven is a flower in the garden of
God, and holy love is the fragrance and sweet odor that they all send forth, and
with which they fill the bowers of that paradise above. Every soul there is as a
note in some concert of delightful music, that sweetly harmonizes with every
other note, and altogether blend in the most rapturous strains in praising God
and the Lamb forever.”

Don’t you want to go to heaven? In the words of a poem:

“Just think of stepping on shore and finding it heaven! Just think of taking hold of
a hand and finding it God’s hand. Just think of breathing fresh air and realizing it
is eternity. Just think of feeling invigorated and finding it immorality. Just think of
passing from storm and tempest to an unknown calm. Just think of waking up,
and finding at last you're home.” —Benny B. Bristow

ANNOUNCEMENTS & SPECIAL EVENTS

Welcome

We’re delighted you have chosen to be
with us! We pray God will be glorified,
and you edified, by sharing this time to-
gether.

We ask all cell phones be set to silent
or vibrate.

Hearing devices are available. Please
check with the sound room for
assistance with this.

Youth News

Bible Bowl/Bible Quiz: Robie, Todd,
and Colden’s Bible Bowl/Quiz teams
will meet today at 1:30 pm In the new
multipurpose room.

Junior Bible Bowl Team: Sandy’s
team will have a “Super Sunday” to-
day. Please bring money for CiCi's
pizza. Study Chapters 1-12.

LTC Events: For kids grade 7-12,
Short Film/Radio Minute Message/
Web Page will meet today at 4 pm in
the new multipurpose room.

Caroling: All service challenge kids
mark your calendars for this Tuesday,
Dec. 15. This is our annual caroling
event. We will leave the building at 6
pm.

Pictures for Scrapbook: It's time for
Scrapbook to begin again! If you have
any pictures of church activities for this
LTC event, please give them to Dixie
Moseley or Angela Hamill ASAP. Your
help with this is greatly appreciated.

THhe C’\rishan’s wanc anQI fanc

roust go fogeﬂ\er.

Remember in Prayer

Information available when the bulletin was
printed. Listen to the announcements for
updates.
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Margurite Wilson is now at home and
will be continuing her therapy there.
Merlene Stoker is now at home. Her
blood pressure is better.

Dimple Shirey fell and is hospitalized
in Good Shepherd, room 2308, due to
the injuries she sustained.

Keith Barlow is doing better. Latest
test show no signs of leukemia at this
time. Keith is Irv’s nephew and
James’ cousin.

Leann Wilson, a friend of Mary Alice
Scott, is in Good Shepherd ICU with
heart problems. The outlook is not
good.

Luke Kimbrough’s grandfather, Carl
Mayberry, is responding to cancer
treatment well and is improving. He is
now at home. Luke would like to thank
everyone for their prayers and asks we
continue to pray for him.

DeeAnn Kimbrough’s brother, Brian
Shaw, has a detached retina in both
eyes. His surgery has been postponed
and his condition has not improved.

Remember in prayer our shut-ins, both
home bound and in nursing facilities.

Holiday Party

< Come to the Lawler’s Holiday Open

House for food and fellowship Friday,
Dec. 18, 4-8 pm. Bring a favorite fin-
ger food. Don and Mary live at 1604
Colonial Dr. (in Fairway Oaks off Haw-
kins Pkwy).




39’ers Holiday Party

The 39’ers December party will be this Tuesday, Dec. 15, at 6 pm, at the Summit
Club. The cost will be $21.50 per person. Bring a gift for the gift exchange (a gag

gift is preferred).

Please sign the list on the table. Please turn in your money to

Sue Wilson or Jean Cherry ASAP if you are interested in attending.

Visitation

Our Visitation Groups will be reorganizing for the new year. If you have not been
part of this good work and would like to start, please see Frank Buce. Be watch-
ing the bulletin for more information on when our visitation program will resume.

Ladies’ Class

Our Ladies’ class will be dismissed until Jan 6. At that time we will study lessons
12-13 from The Barnabas Factor. All ladies are encouraged to attend.

Thank You

Thanks to everyone who came to our holiday party, and a special thanks to all who
brought goodies for us to enjoy! Your fellowship is truly a wonderful blessing to us.

Robert & Karen

What'’'s wrong with the church?
Sermon Topics For The Record
Dec. 13, 2009 Dec. 06, 2009
Bible Class.............coevenenenn.. 114
AM:al 26 /Iy L Yy2g |D2RQa 2 A|AMWPBNND..aSKé.............. 152
Gal. 2:20 PM Worship........cccooviiiiiniinnnn. 92
Contribution...................... $6,846
PM:a¢ KS LyFidzsSy0O8 27 [ 29[S Dec. 09, 2009
Rom. 15:316 Evening Classes...................... 83
- ® Hear (Romans 10:17)
Godds ® Believe (Hebrews 11:6)
® Repent (Luke 13:3)
Plan Of ® Confess (Matthew 10:32-33)
Salvation ® Belmmersed (1 Peter 3:21)
°

Live Faithfully (Revelation 2:10)
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Schedule of Services

Sunday
Bible Class..........cocovevenvinnenn. 9:00 am
AMWorship..........ocoovvnenennn. 10:00 am
PM Worship.........coccoveiiiinnne 6:00 pm
Wednesday
Ladies Class (Sept.—April)....10:00 am
Mid-Week Class............c........ 7:00 pm
Elders
Sam Phillips
Birney Westbrook
Deacons
Robie Bennett........................ Activities
Gary Boone..................... Maintenance
Todd Guidry........ Activities/Maintenance
JoeHarle........................ Mission Work
Luke Kimbrough..................... Finance
Wayne Moseley...................... Worship
Preachers
Robert Johnson
Benny B. Bristow
Missions
Derrick Brown...........c.c.covueeens Jamaica
Colin Graham.............. Northern Ireland
Michael Mayo........................ Thailand
Denny Petrillo............ Bear Valley Bible

Institute of Denver
Marcelino Rodriguez...Iglesia de Christo

Lee Rottman......... Columbus, Nebraska
Cy Stafford.................. Tanzania, Africa
Tom Wacaster............ Various Missions

Bulletin Editor
Robert Johnson

Ministries Supported
Central Texas Children’s Home
Cherokee Home for Children
Focus Press
Mission Printing
Tipton Home for Children
Truth for Today
Tullstar Ministry
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WHAT CAN | GIVE?

| think of the things God has given me
And | know that the gifts were full and free,
He sent His Son from His home above,
Have | returned that matchless love?

Do | care enough that He made it all
From the canyon deep...to the mountain tall?
He made the sun...and the rolling sea,
And He did it all as a gift for me.

What have | done to express to Him,
As | stand in awe

0Thank you, Lord, 6
And for all the things | have to give!

| have this day...and my talents, too,
But all that | have belongs to you.
what can | give f
Il 611 give it all

So

Marion E. Lobaugh




