
Mid-Week Announcements 

 

Welcome 
 
 We pray God will be glorified, and you edified, by 

our time together this evening. 
 We ask all cell phones be set to silent or vibrate. 
 Hearing devices are available for those who 

could benefit from their use.  Check with the 
sound room. 

 

Youth News  
 
Service Challenge:  The Nursing Home activity will 
be Saturday, Sept. 5.  Please meet at Whispering 
Pines Nursing Home at 10:30 am. 
 

Visitation  
 
Visitation Group 1 (Frank/Gloria Buce) will pick up 
their assignments this Sunday, Aug. 30, following 
evening worship, in the old multipurpose room.  All 
team members are asked to be present. 
 

Ladies Class 
 
Our Ladies’ class will resume Wednesday, Sept. 9, at 
10 am.  We will be studying The Barnabas Factor.  
We will have a salad lunch following our first class.  
All ladies are encouraged to come and take part in 
this study. 
 

39’ers  
 
The 39’ers meeting will resume Thursday, Sept. 10, 
at 6 pm.  The menu is potluck.   
 

Foster’s Home Change Cans  
 
Foster’s Home will pick up their change cans Thurs-
day, Sept. 3.  If you have participated in this program, 
please make sure you have the cans at the building 
by this date. 

 

 

See you at the Lectureship this weekend! 

 

Remember in Prayer 
 
Information available when the bulletin was printed.  
Listen to the announcements for updates. 
 Ailenne Barnes, Judy’s mother, is in Heritage 

Healthcare Center at 112 Ruthlynn, room 510.  
She is not doing well.  Judy requests visits. 

 Dorisa Wheeler is doing well following her proce-
dure last week. She would enjoy cards and visits. 

 Alana Jackson, Valorie King’s sister, is recover-
ing from a stroke. 

Please continue to remember in prayer our shut-ins, 
whether home bound or in nursing facilities.   
 

2009 Lectureship  
 
 Our lectureship begins this weekend!  Are you ready? 
 Invite someone to attend.  Brochures are available 

in the foyer. 
 Pray for the safety of our speakers as they travel 

back and forth to be with us.  Pray for them to 
boldly proclaim the truth of the gospel. 

 Be present for each session.  We all need to be 
encouraged in the word of God. 

 The Question Box for our Open Forum is on the 
table under the tract rack in the foyer.  If you have 
a question you’d like the panel to answer, you can 
use the forms provided and submit it now. 

 All classes except the nursery class will meet 
with the adults for Sunday Bible class (Aug. 30). 

 We will have a potluck noon meal  following Sun-
day morning worship (Aug. 30).  The meat will be 
provided by the church.  We ask everyone else to 
bring vegetables, bread, desserts, etc.  Please 
plan to stay and enjoy this time together. 

 

Calendars  
 
The September calendars are in the foyer. 
 

Points to Ponder 
 

 The Bible is to be trusted and not just dusted. 
 If you aim at nothing, you’ll hit it every time. 
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Authentic Christianity 
 
What is your view on being a Christian?  What does it mean to live the Christian life?  The con-
cept of Christianity has become vague in the minds of most, as the diversity of though found in 
denominationalism has created the notion that it can basically mean whatever one wants it to 
mean.  Many in the world today have distilled the essence of being a Christian down to the 
feeling of sincerity, whether that motivates one to respond with a specific lifestyle or not.  
Scripture, however, gives us a different picture. 
 
The more you read about following Jesus should bring a greater conviction about the need for 
effort.  In saying this, I’m not advocating in any sense that we earn our salvation, for that is 
impossibility.  Scripture clearly tells us, “For by grace you are saved through faith, and this is 
not from yourselves; it is Godôs giftðnot from works, so that no one can boast” (Eph 2:8-9).  
Certainly we don’t deserve to be saved because of how good we are or any other human qual-
ity, and there are not enough good works we could perform to earn it.  We are saved by God’s 
grace through Christ’s sacrifice.  While this doesn’t negate our response in faith to the will of 
God to receive His offer of salvation, we don’t merit eternal life through the quantity or quality 
of what we do. 
 
That being said, if we love God then we will commit ourselves to Him, and as living sacrifices 
offer ourselves in service to God.  “For we are His creationðcreated in Christ Jesus for good 
works, which God prepared ahead of time so that we should walk in them” (Eph 2:10).  Jesus 
said, “If you love Me, you will keep My commandments” (John 14:15).  John reminds us, “For 
this is what love for God is: to keep His commands” (1 John 5:3).  As God’s love motivated 
Him to offer His best for us in Christ, so our love for Him should motivate us to offer the best of 
ourselves in submission to Him and His will. 
 
A genuine love, then, authentic Christianity, will be seen in the intensity of our lives for Him, 
our obedience to His will.  Jesus said, “Make every effort to enter through the narrow door, be-
cause I tell you, many will try to enter and wonôt be able” (Luke 13:24).  The word used to 
translate “make every effort,” or “strive,” is the Greek word Xõ¹üò÷ÒûUt (agonizomai), from 

which we get our English word agonize.  It carries the idea of straining every nerve to the utter-
most towards the goal.  Is this how we live the Christian life?  Far too many, rather than offer-
ing their best dedicated effort, live a self-centered lifestyle and hope God will accept them any-
way.  Christianity is not a casual endeavor, but one of genuine dedication.   

Do we take pains for our own activities, and ignore working in the kingdom of God?  Can we 
give to ourselves, but not give to God?  Is faithful attendance to worship a joy, or asking too 
much?  Jesus said, “Whoever is faithful in very little is also faithful in much, and whoever is 
unrighteous in very little is also unrighteous in much” (Luke 16:10).  If we can make every ef-
fort for what we want, but offer little if anything of ourselves to God, is that really being an au-
thentic Christian? 
 
We are to seek first the kingdom of God (Matt. 6:33), and following the example of Christ in-
volves suffering (1 Pet. 2:21).  What type of Christian are you?  There is only one that is au-
thentic, genuine, blessed of God.  “Godliness is beneficial in every way, since it holds promise 
for the present life and also for the life to come. This saying is trustworthy and deserves full 
acceptance. In fact, we labor and strive for this, because we have put our hope in the living 
God, who is the Savior of everyone, especially of those who believe” (1 Tim 4:8-10). 
 

Robert 


