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Welcome x4

Remember in Prayer /f

@ We pray God will be glorified, and you edified, by
our time together this evening.

@ We ask all cell phones be set to silent or vibrate.

@ Hearing devices are available for those who
could benefit from their use. Check with the
sound room.

Information available when the bulletin was printed.
Listen to the announcements for updates.

4+ Continue to keep Myrtie Findley in your prayers.
4+ Arnold Krueger is dealing with difficulties from

4+ Also keep in prayer Janet Ryman, Leslie Stovall,

Youth News and Jay Bunt as they deal with cancer.

4+ Former member Aline Cox has had a stroke.

« School Supplies: This Sunday (Aug. 16) is the | | Please continue to remember in prayer our shut-ins,
cutoff date for donating school supplies. If you
haven'’t yet participated in this, and want to do so,
please bring them in by this weekend.

<« Service Challenge: We will meet this Sunday
(Aug. 16) at 1 pm in the old multipurpose room to
organize the school supplies. Thanks to everyone
for their generous donations of supplies and

money to help purchase supplies!

whether home bound or in nursing facilities.

2009 Lectureship @

Our lectureship is just two weeks away! Brochures
advertising our lectureship are on the tables in the
foyer. Be praying for this effort, and invite others to
attend. Make plans to be present at every session.

LA P

* There will be a “Back to School Party” for
grades K-6 this Sunday evening (Aug. 16) fol-
lowing services. It will be at the home of Van/
Carla Matthews.

Visitation |

Visitation Group 4 (Wayne/Lynn Hickey) will meet

2\ this Sunday, Aug. 16, following evening worship, at

Church Projects _ \9 their home. All team members are asked to be pre-

- sent.

< As was announced Sunday, we are taking dona- N
tions to build a fenced playground behind the main
building. There is a box on the table in the foyer
for this. If you would like to help work on this, or
have any questions, see Todd Guidry.

< There will be a workday at the building this Satur-
day, Aug. 15, starting at 9 am. There will be
painting and cleaning scheduled. Also, we will
have a potluck meal at noon. Everyone who can

help out is encouraged to come take part.

New Address Qfﬂj

Joe Baxter has a new address and phone number.
His new address is: 1818 Judson Rd, Apt. 605, Long-
view, TX 75605-4721. His new phone number is:
903-738-6429.

\Q\\
Think About It (g

back pain.
+ Dorisa Wheeler is about the same.
\!/
sentimental plane, but even on a computable basis.

The more money you give away, the less you have.
However, the more love you give away, the more

Points to Ponder ﬁ

v/ What you eat doesn’t give you ulcers—it's what's

eating you. comes back to you. “Be devoted to one another in
v Be sure to concentrate on your blessings—not your | | brotherly love; give preference to one another in
distresses. honor” (Rom. 12:10).

I Love is demonstrably superior to money, not only on a




GENUINE OR IMITATION?

| have always found it interesting to learn of those who buy something of great value,
but because of that value, are afraid to show or use it in public. In many such cases,
imitations are made of the genuine article, to be used in its place. So, one may wear
an imitation mink stole, while the genuine one is in storage. An expensive necklace
remains in a safe because of its value, while the imitation is worn in public. And many
times, unless told, no one really knows the difference.

The Bible also speaks of genuine and imitation, of genuine faith in contrast to the ap-
pearance of it, the image of it without the real content. The New Testament speaks of
the kind of life that stands approved, a life that has been tested and demonstrated to
be genuine. In Rom. 16:10, Paul speaks of Apelles, “the approved in Christ.” The
term for approved means to be tested, proven, to be shown to be genuine. Paul en-
couraged Timothy, “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God” (2 Tim. 2:15).
Certainly God is the tester of our hearts, so that the whole of a Christian's life is subject
to the scrutiny of God, to reveal whether we are genuine or not.

There are several ways the New Testament reveals to us how we can know what is
genuine from that which is imitation:

By a serious effort to know the will of God (Eph. 5:10).
By obeying all of God’s will (2 Cor. 2:9).

By one's love to one's neighbor (2 Cor. 8:9).

By holding fast to hope in the face of trials (1 Pet. 1:7).

[ - enHiN an-N et

Sometimes it's hard for one to recognize the difference between the genuine and the
imitation. Spiritually, however, God knows what’s real and what isn’t. When one seeks
the appearance of a relationship with God, but isn’t willing to live in a genuine relation-
ship of submission to His will, it's only a cheap imitation of real devotion, without the
real content and thus real blessings (2 Tim. 3:5). In spiritual matters, imitation may
fool others, but not God.

May we always be willing to examine ourselves, to see where we stand in relationship
to God and His will for us in Jesus Christ (John 12:48; 2 Cor. 13:5). Let us never be
content to be a facsimile of a Christian, but instead that which truly is a Christian, one
whose faith is genuine and real. The differences between the two are eternal.

Robert



