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® We pray God will be glorified, and you edified, by
our time together this evening.

We ask all cell phones be set to silent or vibrate.
Hearing devices are available for those who
could benefit from their use. Check with the
sound room.
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Don’t forget our VBS will be Saturday, July 18,
from 9 am to 2 pm. Be praying for this effort.

We are in need of western/cowboy items to bor-
row for decorations (saddles/saddle tack/lariat/
ropes/square hay bales/horse & wagon/etc).
Please contact Denise Midgley, Debbie Bennett,
or Sandy Sarratt for more info.

Remember the pre-registration forms on the table
in the foyer for those you know who will attend our
VBS. Also, there are flyers you can give to those
you want to invent to attend! Help promote our
VBS and encourage a child.

There will be a meeting for those involved with
VBS next Sunday, July 12, at 5 pm in the new
mp room.

If you can help with the food for VBS, please go by
the VBS table in the foyer and sign the list. We
need help with both the refreshments and the “hot
dog” lunch.
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New Member

Welcome!
Please welcome Vivian Fadlevich to the Longview
family! Vivian’s mailing address is: PO Box 8248,
Longview, TX 75607-8248. Her street address is:
1804 Limestone PI, Longview, TX 75605. Her phone
number is: 903-236-4645.

New Phone Number

Wilma Deaver has a new phone number. Please

make this change: 903-241-6159.
Remember Sunday Bible Classes and Worship!

Remember in Prayer /f

Information available when the bulletin was printed.
Listen to the announcements for updates.

» Jackie Lee is in Good Shepherd, room 2331, be-
ing treated for an irregular heartbeat.

David Capps will have same day shoulder surgery
tomorrow, July 9, 4 pm, at Good Shepherd.
Wayne Hickey will have eye surgery Monday,
July 13.

Joe Mauldin will have tests set up July 16.
Continue to keep Myrtie Findley in your prayers.
Richard Carr remains at home.

Dan Tuller, son of Paul and Shirley, is to have
heart surgery in the future.

Please continue to remember in prayer our shut-ins,
whether home bound or in nursing facilities.

2009 Lectureship @

Brochures advertising our lectureship are on the ta-
bles in the foyer. Be praying for this effort, and start
now inviting others to attend. Make plans to be pre-
sent at every session and set a positive example to
those around you. Our lectureship will be Aug. 28-30.
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Visitation

Visitation Group 2 (Ed/Gloria Gilmore) will meet
Sunday, July 19. All team members are asked to be
present.

Eye Glasses %/

Walter and Mary Farrer have a friend who goes to
Guyana each summer with a group for missions. The
people in the villages there are very poor, malnour-
ished, and badly in need of medical supplies, espe-
cially eye glasses and sun glasses. They will return
next summer and are trying to collect as many pre-
scription glasses (as well as over the counter reading
glasses) and sunglasses as possible for both adults
and children. We will be collecting as many as possi-
ble to help them. Let's see how many we can collect
for them between now and next April!




Spend Time in God's Word

Long before any king ruled over Israel, God gave instruction to His people about what a king
should and should not do. In the midst of these teachings, God through Moses reminds the
people, “Now it shall come about when he sits on the throne of his kingdom, he shall write for
himself a copy of this law on a scroll in the presence of the Levitical priests. It shall be with him
and he shall read it all the days of his life, that he may learn to fear the Lord his God, by care-
fully observing all the words of this law and these statutes, that his heart may not be lifted up
above his countrymen and that he may not turn aside from the commandment, to the right or
the left, so that he and his sons may continue long in his kingdom in the midst of Israel” (Deut.
17:18-20).

There are several important things to note about this. It was to be done before the priests, to
make sure it was done properly. It was his personal copy, something rare and valuable in
those days, indicating how important it was to be to him. He was to not only possess it, but
read it regularly throughout his lifetime. The point of reading it regularly was to have the right
attitude towards God, which should motivate him to obey the will of God all the days of his life.
If every king would follow this command, it would ensure God’s continued blessings on Israel.

Regrettably, this wasn’t what happened. It is never recorded in Scripture that this injunction
was ever followed. In fact, when the Law was discovered during the days of Josiah, and read
to him, it was shocking. Josiah tore his clothes (2 Kings 22:11), and said, “Great is the wrath
of the Lord that burns against us, because our fathers have not listened to the words of this
book, to do according to all that is written concerning us” (22:13). Captivity waited due to the
idolatry and wickedness of Israel’s kings. The key to success was so easily accessible, yet
ignored.

| wonder if we are any different from those ancient kings. We have God’s word so readily ac-
cessible to us. If we would spend time in it regularly, we would be convinced about our God
and Savior, more motivated to obey the will of God throughout the days of our lives. It would
ensure God’s blessings on us, on His church, and offer a powerful testimony to the world
around us the value of life in Christ.

But how much time do we actually spend in Scripture? We allow ourselves to become dis-
tracted by the world around us. Without time in God’s word, we receive more input from the
world than from our Lord. We become more susceptible to false teaching and sin. The key to
faithful Christian living is so easily available to us, yet how often is it ignored!

Paul reminded Timothy of his history in Scripture, “the sacred writings which are able to give
you the wisdom that leads to salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus” (2 Tim. 3:15).
We have access to all Scripture, able to make us adequate, equipped for every good work
(3:16-17). How much time do you spend with God in His word each day? If you need
strength, help, hope, encouragement, warning, or anything else for spiritual living, it's found in
God’s word. Don’t repeat the mistakes of the past in your own life. Find time for God’'s word,
and you'll find time for eternity. “So we have the prophetic word made more sure, to which you
do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place...” (2 Pet. 1:19).

Robert



