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This evening we will begin a new series of sermons entitled “Renew Our Hearts,”

based on Col. 3:12-17. The gospel changes us from the inside out, and a change e i — :
of heart is essential to having a change in lifestyle, to being like Christ. Be part of - L L ’ e
these special lessons during the summer each week! New Testament Christianity Today
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THE VALUE OF A SOUL

The last few weeks have brought news of several celebrities’ deaths. David Carradine, Farrah
Fawcett, Michael Jackson, Billy Mays, Gale Storm, and Fred Travalena are some of the recent
deaths getting air time on television. It’s interesting to observe the response the public gives to
such media personalities dying. Many times there is a revival of their work, as in television
shows or music getting air time, where before you might be hard pressed to hear of them. Some
stars make more money in death than in life. Even though they may not have been currently
active, people feel a connection with them, as their prior work is remembered and the times of
one’s life that it was a part. | suppose the best way to describe how many respond is with sad-
ness, as it evokes the feeling of an end of an era.

However, how often do we stop to reflect that each day someone dies? Approximately 6,630
people die each day in the United States. This number may not be of any concern to us, as for
the most part we won’'t have any connection with anyone part of this number. At some point in
time, however, it will, as one of that statistic may be a friend or a loved one, and if the Lord tar-
ries in returning, someday we will be part of that statistic as well.

While the majority of those who die each day may not be catch our attention, we can be sure that
everyone who passes from this existence, anywhere on this planet, is of great interest to God.
You don'’t have to be a celebrity for God to know you, for He is intimately acquainted with each of
us. In speaking of the worth of the individual, Jesus said, “Are not five sparrows sold for two
cents? Yet not one of them is forgotten before God. Indeed, the very hairs of your head are all
numbered. Do not fear; you are more valuable than many sparrows” (Luke 12:6-7). God is con-
cerned with the death of the righteous, as this holds promise for eternal life (2 Cor. 5:8). Of just
as much concern to God is the death of the wicked. God reminded the people of Israel, “6 A {
|l ive! 6 declares the Lord God, o1 take no pl
wicked turn from his way and live” (Ezek. 33:11). God knows every person that dies will be in
either heaven or hell, and His desire is for everyone to come to repentance and find life in Him (2
Pet. 3:9).

Would, then, we had such a vision of life and death, for ourselves and those around us. After
decades of performing funerals, | have seen many people deceive themselves into thinking al-
most everyone will ultimately go to heaven, but Jesus said it would not be this way (Matt. 7:13-
14). Would that we all had a greater concern for those we know, for the life they live today, and
where they will be when they depart this existence! “The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life,
and he who is wise wins souls” (Prov. 11:30). If we take life seriously, this must be a concern
for us.

The passing of a celebrity, of a loved one, of anyone, is more than just the passing of an era in
time. It's someone entering into eternity, to spend eternity in heaven or hell. Do we share with
God such a vision? Does it make a difference in the number of “todays” you have? “Be faithful
until death, and I will give you the crown of life” (Rev. 2:10).
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ANNOUNCEMENTS & SPECIAL EVENTS

Welcome

€ We're delighted you have chosen to be
with us! We pray God will be glorified,
and you edified, by sharing this time to-
gether.

€ We ask all cell phones be set to silent
or vibrate.

€ Hearing devices are available. Please

check with the sound room for
assistance with this.
Visitation

Our visitation program has reorganized for
the last half of this year. Check the bulletin
board if you don’t have a list to see whose
group you're in. Group 1 (Frank/Gloria
Buce) will meet today. All team members
are asked to be present.

VBS

U Don’t forget our VBS will be Saturday,
July 18, from 9 am to 2 pm. Be praying
for this effort.

U We are in need of western/cowboy items
to borrow for decorations (saddles/
saddle tack/lariat/ropes/square hay
bales/horse & wagon/etc). Please con-
tact Denise Midgley, Debbie Bennett,
or Sandy Sarratt for more info.

U There will be a meeting for those in-
volved with VBS next Sunday, July 12,
at 5 pm in the new mp room.

Sunday Singing
We will have our first Sunday singing this

afternoon at 5 pm in the auditorium. Every-
one come and be part of this time together.

Remember in Prayer

Information available when the bulletin was
printed. Listen to the announcements for
updates.

u Myrtie Findley will
procedures soon.

u Richard Carr is at home.

u Mary Thomas, Mor gan Wisik-
ter, has suffered a stroke and is in
Willis Knighton Hospital in Shreveport.
She is not doing well.

u Dan Tuller, son of Paul and Shirley,
is hospitalized in Houston for heart
problems.

Remember in prayer our shut-ins, both

home bound and in nursing facilities.

begin treatment

2009 Lectureship

Brochures advertising our lectureship are
on the tables in the foyer. Be praying for
this effort, and start now inviting others to
attend. Make plans to be present at every
session and set a positive example to
those around you. Our lectureship will be
Aug. 28-30.

Change of Address

Alla Minnis has been moved from Buck-
ner Assisted Living to the Greenhouse
Nursing Home on the Buckner campus.
Her street address and phone is the same,
but please make the following change:
Building E, Room 725.
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Remember our Wednesday
Bible Classes!
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