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Welcome x4

Remember in Prayer /f

@ We pray God will be glorified, and you edified, by
our time together this evening.

@ We ask all cell phones be set to silent or vibrate.

@ Hearing devices are available for those who
could benefit from their use. Check with the
sound room.

Business Meeting m

Information available when the bulletin was printed.

Listen to the announcements for updates.

4+ Frank Buce is recovering from knee surgery at

home.

Dorisa Wheeler has not been feeling well.

Gwen Bristow is being treated for bursitis.
Continue to keep Myrtie Findley in your prayers.
Janet Ry man, De b b isister, Was
been diagnosed with stage 1 ovarian cancer, and

++ 44

The next men’s business meeting will be Saturday, is being treated with chemo.
Aug. 1, 10 am, in the new multipurpose room. All

men of the congregation are asked to be present.

Please continue to remember in prayer our shut-ins,
whether home bound or in nursing facilities.

Youth News % 2009 Lectureship @

< Service Challenge: The monthly activity at Whis- | | Our lectureship is just a month away! Brochures ad-
pering Pines Nursing Home will be Saturday,

vertising our lectureship are on the tables in the foyer.
Aug. 1. Meet at Whispering Pines at 10:30 am.

Be praying for this effort, and invite others to attend.
<~ School Supplies for Needy Children: Our youth || | Make plans to be present at every session.
will be involved in a service project to help with
school supplies for needy children and we would
like to give everyone the opportunity to be in-
volved. We will be collecting school supplies in a
box in the foyer (there is a list with suggested
items). If you would like to be involved, watch for
sales and let's get school supplies while they are
cheap! Put the supplies in the box or if you can’t
get out and shop, but would still like to be in-
volved, you can give donations to Robie.

Visitation ,,

Visitation Group 3 (Colden/Danlee Rich) will meet
Sunday, Aug. 9. Please note the change of date. All
team members are asked to be present.

Eye Glasses %f

There is a box on the table in the foyer to collect pre-
scription glasses (as well as over the counter reading
glasses) and sunglasses for both adults and children.
We will be collecting these to help in medical missions.
For more information see Mary Farrer.

o
Calendars [@A
SRS

Remember to pick up your copy of the August anni-
versary/birthday calendar this evening! b
Adult Classes mﬁ

Correspondence Courses 2
”\

The various correspondence courses have been
moved to the WBS/Prison Ministry workroom.

this evening. Benny is teaching in the auditorium, and
Robert in the new multipurpose room.

Remember to be present for Bible Class and Worship
this Sunday!

IBoth adult classes will meet as regularly scheduled
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What Do You Want on Your Tombstone?

If you've ever visited a cemetery, no doubt it was for a funeral, or to visit the grave of someone
you knew and loved. Having been to quite a few in my years as a preacher, | find it interesting
to observe the gravestones that mark the burial places of so many. Some have sayings written
on them, some serious, some humorous. One purported to be true reads, “Here lies my wife, |
bid her goodbye. She rests in peace and now so do I.” Another one says, “Here lies Ned,
there is nothing more to be said, because we like to speak well of the dead.” One that is quite
to the point goes, “Here lies the body of Edward Hyde, we laid him here because he died.”

Until our Lord returns, death is a reality each of us will face at some point in time. What we
see of others in observing where their earthly remains reside, will one day be true of us. | don’t
suppose placing a phrase, either humorous or serious, is something of vital consequence, but
how one lives before that time is. What if our graves were marked by how others thought of
us? What if the phrases placed on our graves reflected our character, our nature, of who we
truly were and how we truly lived? It would be revealing if a marker read, “Couldn’t tell the
truth even if it served better than a lie.” Or what if it said, “His/her whole heart was consumed
with selfishness?” What about, “His/her faith in God was just a pretense?”

Of course it would be encouraging to read, “A committed Christian who lived it every day.” It
would cheer family and friends to read, “His/her love was genuine and sincere to everyone.”
Or perhaps it would comfort to read, “Nothing was more important to him/her than Christ and
the gospel.” | think we all would like a final assessment of our lives to be positive, something
that would leave good memories in others, a life that had real value and worth.

There is a day coming when each of us will know with certainty an accurate appraisal of our
lives. Paul reminds us, “For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God” (Rom. 14:10),
and, “So then each one of us will give an account of himself to God” (Rom. 14:12). God will
offer a true judgment of us, as “there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are
open and laid bare to the eyes of Him with whom we have to do” (Heb. 4:13). We can’t de-
ceive God about who we truly are, even though we can fool others and even ourselves (Gal.
6:7). In the final analysis, what God pronounces on the Day of Judgment will be of far greater
significance than what we or anyone else can come up with to put on a gravestone.

Each day we live, we write a page in the history of our lives known to God. We too can know
whether we are living in His grace, or storing up wrath for ourselves, as we have His word to
measure our lives by. While there is life there is hope, as we can avail ourselves of God’s
mercy through Jesus Christ. If we live in Christ, and live faithfully throughout our lives, we
have the promise of the crown of life (Rev. 2:10). Far better than a cute saying on a head-
stone is to hear God’s approval in eternity. “Hi s master said to him,
ful slave. You were faithful with a few things, | will put you in charge of many things; enter into
the joy of your master” (Matt. 25:21).

Robert
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