
Mid-Week Announcements 

 

Welcome 
 
 We pray God will be glorified, and you edified, by our 

time together this evening. 
 We ask all cell phones be set to silent or vibrate. 
 Hearing devices are available for those who could 

benefit from their use.  Check with the sound room. 
 

VBS  
 
Don’t forget our VBS will be this Saturday, July 18, from 9 
am to 2 pm.  Be praying for this effort. 
 

Immersed into Christ 
 
Please welcome Matthew Fenter to the family of God!  
Matthew was immersed this past Monday.  His address is:  
1052 County Road 2359, Marietta, TX  75566-4004.  His 
phone number is:  903-835-8412. 
 

Business Meeting  
 
The next men’s business meeting will be Saturday, Aug. 1, 
10 am, in the new multipurpose room.  All men of the con-
gregation are asked to be present. 
 

Youth News 
 
Service Challenge: 
 The monthly activity at Whispering Pines Nursing Home 

will be Saturday, Aug. 1.  Meet at Whispering Pines at 
10:30 am. 

 The Jr. LTC group will meet at the church building Sat-
urday, Aug. 1, following the nursing home activity to 
make anniversary/birthday/get well cards.  Lunch will 
be provided.  Please see Denise Midgley if you need 
more information. 

 

Special Request 
 
One of our Bible students, Steven Radzikowski, asks for 
prayers for himself and his loved ones.  He states they are 
all experiencing difficulties at this time. 
 

Wednesday Singing 
 
Both adult classes will stay in the auditorium following the 
devotional tonight for singing. 

 

Remember in Prayer 
 
Information available when the bulletin was printed.  Listen 
to the announcements for updates. 
 Jimmy Day is in Longview Regional, room 221-B.  

They are running tests.  When released, he and Janet 
will be moved to an assisted living facility. 

 Wayne Hickey is recovering from eye surgery. 
 Joe Mauldin will have tests set up July 16. 
 Continue to keep Myrtie Findley in your prayers. 
 Both Teresa Coats and Nan Phillips have been deal-

ing with severe headaches. 
 Nellie Presley, Marty Ethridge’s mother, fell this past 

week from having atrial fibrillation.  She is in Willis 
Knighton Hospital in Shreveport.  They performed a 
successful cardioversion today.  She will have therapy 
on her hip due to the fall. 

 Edith Darden, Gloria Buce’s mother, fell recently. 
 Richard Carr remains at home. 
 Dan Tuller, son of Paul and Shirley,  is recovering 

from heart surgery. 
Please continue to remember in prayer our shut-ins, 
whether home bound or in nursing facilities.   
 

2009 Lectureship  
 
Brochures advertising our lectureship are on the tables in 
the foyer.  Be praying for this effort, and start now inviting 
others to attend.  Make plans to be present at every session 
and set a positive example to those around you.  Our lec-
tureship will be Aug. 28-30. 
 

Visitation  
 
Visitation Group 2 (Ed/Gloria Gilmore) will meet this 
Sunday, July 19.  All team members are asked to be pre-
sent. 
 

Eye Glasses  
 

There is a box on the table in the foyer to collect prescrip-
tion glasses (as well as over the counter reading glasses) 
and sunglasses for both adults and children.  We will be 
collecting as many as possible to help in medical missions 
in Guyana.  For more information see Mary Farrer. 
 

Donõt forget Sunday Bible Classes 

and Worship! 
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CREATURES OF HABIT 
 
 
Habits.  The dictionary defines a habit as “a way of acting, fixed through repetition.”  
People have often been called “creatures of habit,” because so much of what we do is 
from habit.  Perhaps because of its repetitive nature, the word itself is usually viewed 
negatively.  Drug addiction and overeating are habits to avoid, for example, because of 
the negative effects they have.  However, just because something is done from habit 
doesn’t mean it’s automatically evil.  Exercise is a good habit to develop, as it’s essen-
tial for good physical health. 
 
Spiritually, we often do things from habit as well, both good and bad.  The Hebrew 
writer speaks of those who forsake the assembly as developing a bad habit.  This im-
plies being faithful in assembling together for worship and fellowship is a good habit to 
make (Heb. 10:25).  The criteria, then, for whether something is a good or bad habit 
isn’t the fact it’s repetitive, but what it brings about.  Does it encourage you to grow 
and mature spiritually, or does it hinder you?   Does it bring you to a closer relationship 
with God, or does it keep you from God?  Does it make you more Christ-like, or more 
like the world around you?  Time spent in prayer, in the word of God, in fellowship with 
other Christians, and in Christian service, helps develop positive habits we need for 
our lives to develop spiritually as they should. 
 
How can you break a bad habit?  Try substituting a good one in its place.  When you 
look at the contrast Paul presents between the flesh and Spirit in Galatians (5:19-23), 
it becomes clear the fruit of the Spirit is God’s positive alternative to the destructive 
lifestyle the works of the flesh produces.  For example, the one who practices impurity 
and sensuality (5:19) can overcome such sins by knowing and living in God’s love in-
stead (5:22).  So, instead of always looking for the remote control, how about looking 
for your Bible?  Instead of talking about someone else, how about praying for him or 
her?  Rather than looking for just anything to do, why not become involved in the good 
work of the kingdom?  These are good habits to have, and they encourage us, helping 
us to grow spiritually, keeping us focused on the salvation we have in Jesus Christ. 
 
We should never ignore bad habits, but we shouldn’t reject what is good just because 
it too could be called a habit.  Almost everything we do in life is from habit; the issue is 
what kind of habit it is.  Good habits, physically and spiritually, will help us be the best 
we can.  Let’s develop those habits that lead us closer to God, to a closer walk with 
Him each day, to eternal life.   
 

Robert 


