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Welcome x4

Remember in Prayer /f

Information available when the bulletin was printed. Listen

to the announcements for updates.

» Myrtie Findley is in Longview Regional, room 261.
She has been diagnosed with a brain tumor. They are

® We pray God will be glorified, and you edified, by our |
running tests to determine what the best treatment is.

time together this evening.
@ We ask all cell phones be set to silent or vibrate.
@ Hearing devices are available for those who could
benefit from their use. Check with the sound room.
Wayne Hickey had successful eye surgery Tuesday

Youth News (June 9).

Richard Carr has a bulging disc in his back. He was

> Remember our lock-in this Friday (June 12) for all treated with a steroid injection today (June 10).

youth in the 6th grade and up. Meet in the old multi-
purpose room at 6:30 pm and plan to leave or be
picked up the next morning by 6 am. If you want to
provide snacks for this event, there is a sign-up sheet in

David Capps will have an outpatient procedure on his
the foyer. For information on snacks or activities see

back tomorrow (June 11).

Sandra Phillips has twisted her knee and is unable to
get about.

Carol Rottman will have spinal surgery Friday (June

Todd, Darin, or Robie. 12) in Omaha, NE.

< We will be bowling after evening services this Sunday
(June 14). If you plan to go with us, sign the sheet in
the foyer so we will know how many lanes to reserve.

< If you plan on going with the group to Six Flags Tues-
day, June 23, please sign the list in the foyer. Group
ticket prices are $26.99 + tax. We will let you know the
exact amount later. If you do not need a ticket, but
want to go with the group, please sign the list and note
to the side you will not need a ticket.
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Dylynn Carpenter, a friend of Chase Warr, was in an
auto accident this past week. He is in ETMC with a
punctured lung.

» Continue to keep Janet Ryman, Debbie Westbrook’s
sister-in-law in your prayers. She will have surgery
June 16.

» We have received a request by email to keep Mary
June Helveston in our prayers. She lives in Tatum
and is recovering from major surgery.

Please continue to remember in prayer our shut-ins,

whether home bound or in nursing facilities.

VBS Meeting &
2009 Lectureship @

Brochures advertising our lectureship are on the tables in
the foyer. Our lectureship will be Aug. 28-30.

Visitation %

Visitation team #4 (Sam/Nan Phillips) will meet Sunday,
June 21. All team members are encouraged to be present.

There will be a VBS teacher’s meeting this Sunday, June
14, 5 pm, in the new multipurpose room. All interested in
helping out are encouraged to attend.

39’ers Update

The 39’ers meetings are taking a vacation for the summer
months. The next get together will be in September.

Points to Ponder g Medina Golf Tournament %}é

All people desire peace. but very few desire those things that make
for peace.

Ii is the spiritually humble who know what peace is. Home will be held Monday, June 15. This event has

been of great value in raising money for the Home, but it
does require a lot of work. Workers will be needed to take
care of various tasks. None of these tasks require much
physical effort, but it will probably be hot that day. If you
can help, please see David Capps ASAP.
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v/ Peace is not the absence of conflict from life. but the ability To cope
with it

v Peace rules the day when Christ rules the mind.

v/ The way one acls when angry is like Tossing a rock at a wasp nest.

v If you live wrong. you cant die right.

|The annual golf tournament to raise money for Medina




The Value of Holiness

You may have heard about the recent death of David Carradine, the actor famous for the tele-
vision series “Kung Fu,” along with movies and documentaries on the History Channel. As
more reports surface on the nature of his death, more reports surface on the nature of his life-
style. It seems from interviews with his ex-wives, he lived a sexually immoral and, to use the
language of one of them, “risky” way of life. When asked about why he engaged in certain ac-
tivities, she repeated said, “Everything for him was for fun.” In other words, he lived for pleas-
ure, for the gratification of those desires that would bring him pleasure, what was “fun.” While
an autopsy is to be performed, it seems likely that his pursuit of fun turned deadly in the end.

This is the mantra that so many live by today, isn’t it? How many times have you heard the
phrase, “God just wants me to be happy?” People haven't abandoned religion as much as
they have redefined the parameters where it can be found and lived. So, pursuing anything
that at any given moment in time will make one happy, will satisfy whatever one’s desires hap-
pen to be at that time, is believed to be acceptable and God-approved. Such a philosophy of
life, however, is a deception of the devil and not of the will of God. Paul reminds us, “For this is
the will of God, your sanctification: that you abstain from sexual immorality; that each one of
you know how to control his own body in holiness and honor” (1 Thess. 4:3-4). He then con-
cludes, “For God has not called us for impurity, but in holiness” (1 Thess. 4:7). Scripture is
very clear that those who seek to please God will glorify God in their bodies, in the lifestyle they
live (1 Cor. 6:19-20).

Why does God have a specific way He wants us to live? He is our Creator, and knows how we
are made, what is best for us, what will give us the best life for today and eternally. Sin is a
deception, as it promises gratification but never fully delivers, always leaving one wanting
more, never revealing the harm and dangers that come with it. This is the controlling aspect of
sin, how it deceives us and hardens our hearts (Heb. 3:13), then enslaves us to its way of life,
a life that leads to destruction. Paul reminded the Christians in Rome how sin how once con-
trolled them, giving themselves over to impurity and to lawlessness “leading to more lawless-
ness” (Rom. 6:19). To the Ephesians he recalled the ever increasing depravity sin led to in the
Gentleworld. A They are darkened in their underst
cause of the ignorance that is in them, due to their hardness of heart. They have become cal-
lous and have given themselves up to sensuality, greedy to practice every kind of impu-
rity” (Eph. 4:18-19). | suppose you could say, for the Gentile world of Paul’s day, everything
was for fun, too. But look where it led. Those in Rome who obeyed the gospel, and came to
understand the difference in sin and holiness, were ashamed of their former lifestyle (Rom.
6:21), because it led to death (Rom. 6:23). Only in Christ is there an abundant life today, an
eternal life tomorrow.

There is joy in the Lord (Phil. 4:4), but it comes from living to His praise and glory, in His will,
not in the self-deception of sin. Life is not for fun, but for God, and not just for today, but for
eternity, remembering there is a day of judgment. “So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever
you do, do all to the glory of God” (1 Cor. 10:31). This is ultimately what really matters.
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