
Mid-Week Announcements 

 

Welcome 
 
 We pray God will be glorified, and you edified, by 

our time together this evening. 
 We ask all cell phones be set to silent or vibrate. 
 Hearing devices are available for those who 

could benefit from their use.  Check with the 
sound room. 

 

Youth News 
 
Service Challenge: 
 The monthly activity at Whispering Pines Nursing 

Home is Saturday, June 6.  Meet at Whispering 
Pines at 10:30 am. 

 Following  the Nursing Home activity, the Jr. LTC 
youth group will meet for lunch and then make 
anniversary, birthday, and get well cards. 

 For more information about either of these activi-
ties, please contact Carla Matthews or Denise 
Midgley. 

 Our LTC youth will be having a garage sale May 
30,  to help Randy and Julia Laney with the ex-
penses they have incurred.  Any and all donations 
are appreciated.  All proceeds will be given to 
Randy and Julia.  Contact Denise Midgley or 
Debbie Bennett about donations or any other in-
formation needed.  You can leave your sale items 
in the old Junior High classroom, across from the 
nursery. 

 

Change Cans 
 
Change cans to collect funds for Fosters Home for 
Children are on the table in the foyer.  They will be 
back in early September to pick them up.  Help them 
out with your extra change. 
 

Elder/Deacon Nominations  
 
If you have a Scriptural objection to those nominated 
for elder and deacons, please visit the candidates 
first.  If the issue is not resolved by this, please submit 
your concerns in writing, along with your name, to the 
elders for their consideration. 

 

Remember in Prayer 
 
Information available when the bulletin was printed.  
Listen to the announcements for updates. 
 Jessie Anderson is continuing her rehab at home. 
 Alla Minnis has been moved to the Green House 

at Buckner.  She is in room number 275. 
 Janet Ryman, Debbie Westbrook’s sister, had a 

biopsy last week for uterine cancer. 
 Oweita Strawn is in Good Shepherd, room 1180.  

She will be there several weeks recovering from 
surgery, and would like cards and visits. 

Please continue to remember in prayer our shut-ins, 
whether home bound or in nursing facilities.   
 

39’ers Meeting 
 
The next 39’ers meeting will be this Thursday, May 
21, 6 pm, in the new multipurpose room.    Hosts/
hostesses for the meeting are:  Mary/Walter Farrer 
and Joe/Gayle Mauldin. 
 

Guest Speakers 
 
U Lee and Carol Rottman will be with us this Sun-

day, May 24.  Lee will give a report on their work 
in a combined adult Bible Class, and preach at 
morning worship.   

U Tom Wacaster will be with us Sunday, June 7, to 
give a report on his work.  We will have a com-
bined adult Bible class, and Tom will preach at 
morning worship. 

 

First Sunday Singing  
 
We will have a first Sunday singing June 7 at 5 pm in 
the auditorium.  Everyone is invited to come and take 
part. 
 

Points to Ponder 
 

 The one who kicks up a storm should expect rough 

sailing. 

 A grudge is a load too heavy for anyone to carry. 
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THE CHURCH IS . . .  

 

 

You may be familiar with the story of several people who were blindfolded, and then 
taken to examine an elephant.  One felt the trunk, another its legs, another its girth, 
and yet another its tail.  Of course, they all came away with a different impression on 
what an elephant is, and how it must function. 
 
Similarly, there are those with different impressions about the church.  One of the most 
popular models today used for the church is a business model.  The church is viewed 
as a corporation, which places the elders, or sometimes the preacher, as its CEO, and 
the members as customers.  One problem with such a view is it leads to catering to 
individual desires rather than submission to God, a spirit of selfishness rather than 
sacrifice.  When we are “blindfolded” by ignoring God’s pattern for His church, such 
concepts are readily accepted, but the consequences can be devastating.  Ignoring the 
Biblical model for the church has led to many of the problems we are encountering to-
day, both in doctrine and in practice. 
 
God’s pattern for the church is illustrated in different ways in the pages of Scripture, all 
to give us a better understanding of what his church is, and what is to be characteristic 
of its work and its fellowship.  For example, the church is described as a kingdom.  Je-
sus uses the terms church and kingdom interchangeably (Matt. 16:18-19).  All author-
ity belongs to Christ (Matt. 28:18), and he is head of the church (Col. 1:18).  By under-
standing the church as a kingdom, we properly acknowledge the Lord’s authority, and 
our role as servants (Gal. 1:10). 
 
The church is also described as God’s family (1 Tim. 3:15).  Our relationship with one 
another is characterized as being beloved brothers and sisters (1 Cor. 15:58), who are 
to love one another (John 13:34).  We are to care for one another, and help one an-
other be our best in all we do (1 Cor. 12:25).  This is what being family is all about, as 
we seek the mutual goal of eternal life. 
 
A wrong view of the church will create a wrong response on our part, will make the 
church into something other than what God intended, and keep us from being the peo-
ple God wants us to be.  We must allow the word of God to give us a clear vision of 
what his church is, and of our place in his church.  With God’s model understood, let’s 
find the blessings God offers us in his church, in our fellowship with him, and with one 
another. 
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