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We pray God will be glorified, and you edified, by our time
together this evening.

We ask all cell phones be set to silent or vibrate.

Hearing devices are available for those who could benefit
from their use. Check with the sound room.

Youth News ,ﬁﬁﬁ?

% Please keep our young people, and the adult sponsors ac-
companying them, in your prayers as they travel to the LTC
Convention this weekend. They have worked hard in their
areas of commitment, and we commend them for their labors.
May they grow in their knowledge of the gospel of Christ, and
their service to the Lord.

< If you plan on caravanning to the LTC Convention this Friday
(Apr. 10), please be at the building by 9 am.
% Everyone is encouraged to come take part in the LTC

Awards Banquet following evening worship this Sunday,
Apr. 12. Let’s congratulate our young people for all their hard
work.

Ladies’ Class _%*

Our last Ladies’ class before summer break will be Wednesday,
Apr. 15.

Visitation

Visitation team #3 (Wayne/Dixie Moseley) will meet Sunday,
Apr. 12, following evening worship. Assignments will be made
in the old multipurpose room before the LTC awards banquet. All
team members are asked to be present.

Medina Home @

We have been asked to collect items for the children at Medina
Home once again. They need powdered sugar/sugar. The truck
will be here the week of May 4, so lets get busy and bring as
much as we can.

Sympathy

Our condolences are offered to Jack Orbison, who is a gospel
preacher and has spoken on our lectureship in the past. Both his
mother and wife passed away this past weekend. Services for
his mother were Monday, and his wife today. Keep him and his
family in your prayers.
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Points to Ponder ﬁ‘ﬁ

Jruth exists; only falsefiood fas fo be invented.

Remember in Prayer J/f

Information available when the bulletin was printed. Listen to the

announcements for updates.

» Imogene Pentecost fell recently and broke several ribs. She
is recovering at home.

» Bill Ferguson is recovering from shoulder surgery.

» Dorothy Wood will have tests later this month in Dallas on
her eyes.

» Jessie Anderson is at Longview Regional, room 214A, re-
covering from hip surgery.

» Evelyn White, mother of Gloria Gilmore, is doing some bet-
ter.

» Gloria Brumley, the wife of Valorie King’s coworker, has
been diagnosed with breast cancer

» Joe Mauldin’s brother-in-law, Bill Brock, has been placed on
a ventilator and is doing some better.

» Peggy Williams, the mother of a friend of Cindy Samford,
has been diagnosed with cancer.

» Jackie Brotherton, sister of Phyllis Clay (friend of Jim/Lu

King), is in Baylor hospital recovering from surgery.
Please continue to remember in prayer our shut-ins, whether
home bound or in nursing facilities.

39’ers Event .§

The next 39’er activity will be Thursday, Apr. 16, 6 pm, in the new
multipurpose room. The menu is Sloppy Joes and fixings. A sign
up sheet is on the table in the foyer. Hosts/hostesses for the
month are: Bill/Sandra Coley and Wayne/Lynn Hickey.

Elder/Deacon Nomination ‘%

Tonight is your last opportunity to submit the names of individuals
to be considered to serve as elders/deacons for the Longview
congregation. The forms and a box to put them in are in the foyer.

Men’s Business Meeting @

The next men’s business meeting will be Saturday, Apr. 18, from
10 am to noon. All men of the congregation are asked to be pre-
sent.

Tri-C Meal %7

We are providing the meal for the Kilgore Tri-C Thursday, Apr.
16. The Harris Chapel congregation will help us out with this ef-
fort. Sherry Krueger is heading this up. There is a list on the
table in the foyer with needed menu items. Please sign up and
help out! If you need more details, please see Sherry.

Don’t forget Bible Classes and Worship Sunday!




OFFENDED &Y THE GOsSPEL

A computer can be a great help (or frustration, as the case may be), if both it and the person us-
ing it are functioning properly. Most word processors today contain a feature called grammar
check, or something similar. It goes through any document you write and checks to make sure
there are no glaring grammatical errors. As the program runs through the manuscript, it will oc-
casionally offer suggestions on how to phrase something, or changes it thinks will improve the
style of the paper.

With today's style of writing, one suggestion it makes consistently is with the use of negatives. It
always seeks to phrase thoughts and sentences in a positive light. It was amusing, then, as well
as interesting, when this feature scanned a Scripture reference in the text. The comment it
YFERS (2 GKIFIG {ONALIWIdzZNB 41 a3 aalyeé NBFRSNB gAf:

Of course, grammar check doesn't distinguish between Bible references and other literature. It

doesn't know when it's dealing with Scripture. What a profound observation, though, thisis. No

doubt many people would find that particular Scripture, and a host of others, offensive. The Bi-

ble's answer to matters of salvation, Christian living, heaven and hell, and other topics on which

opinions have been formed, may be offensive. Even Jesus, who spoke the truth in love, of-
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y20 LI FyidSR ogMatf15:12-83). The dffénse Was raulid®he word of God, but in

the hearers, whose hearts and minds were hardened against the truth.

t dzf | &1 SR HiateS thdd becdmé yolr ¢rierfy by telling you the KutBal 04:16.
To change the message of the gospel might keep some from being offended, but it will not offer
salvation. We must stick with the message whether it's in season or not, popular or not (2 Tim.
4:2). As the power of God, it can soften hearts, change attitudes, and bring us into an eternal
relationship with God through His Son. Some may be offended at it, but the problem is not with
the message. How we hear is of utmost importance (Luke 8:18.

May we approach Scripture with the attitude of humility and submission, as it is the word of
God. May we always present its truths in the context of love. If some find it offensive, may we
never change it to something other than what God has revealed, but remain faithful to the
word. Nothing we can offer in its place will accomplish what it can, the salvation of our souls.

Robert



