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Welcome x4
@® We pray God will be glorified, and you edified, by
our time together this evening.

We ask all cell phones be set to silent or vibrate.
Hearing devices are available for those who
could benefit from their use. Check with the
sound room.
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Visitation - ////W e

Visitation team #1 (Tom/Sandy Sarratt) will meet
Sunday, May 10. All team members are asked to be
present.
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Medina Home =4
The time to collect items for the children at Medina
Home will soon be over! The truck will be here next
week, so we need to bring as much as we can by this
Sunday (May 3). They need powdered sugar/

sugar. Remember to pick some up when you shop

this week.

50th Wedding Anniversary l}'@
¢®:_1(
Don & Melva Griffin will soon be celebrating 50 years
of marriage. If you would like to extend your con-
gratulations to them, please send your cards to April
Gallegos. Her address is: 3355 Blackburn St

#8409, Dallas, TX 75204.

Youth Activity Q@

The monthly youth activity at Whispering Pines will
be this Saturday, May 2, at 10:30 am. Please meet
at the nursing home for this event.

VBS Teacher’s Meeting jﬁz
LY I

There will be a VBS planning meeting this Sunday,
May 3, at 5 pm in the new multipurpose room. All
interested in being part of this year's VBS please at-
tend.

Remember in Praye

Information available when the bulletin was printed.
Listen to the announcements for updates.

» Jessie Anderson has a mass on her right kidney.
She had a CT Scan Tuesday, and will see her doc-
tor tomorrow (Apr. 30).

Morgan Wilson has been diagnosed with pulmo-
nary fibrosis. It's progression is slow. He will have
an outpatient lung biopsy Friday, May 1, at Long-
view Regional.

Oleta Floyd is moving to Dallas to be closer to her
son.

Please continue to remember in prayer our shut-ins,
whether home bound or in nursing facilities.
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Graduating Senior Banquet

Our Senior Graduation Banquet will be held this Sat-
urday, May 2, at 6 pm. If you plan to attend the Ban-
quet, please sign the sheet in the foyer. This will help
with meal planning and table setup! There is also a
signup sheet for anyone who would like to help cook
for the Banquet. If you would like to donate to help
with the costs of the banquet, please see Robie. Our
graduates this year are: Tori Hamill (Hallsville),
Damon Laney (Gilmer), and Kristin Moseley (Pine
Tree).
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Youth Planning Meeting W“%
All parents are invited to a planning session for sum-

mer youth activities this Sunday, May 3, following
evening worship. Pizza will be provided.

Calendars @

The May anniversary/birthday calendars are on the
tables in the foyer. Pick up your copy this evening.

Points to Ponder | ’\
R

v You can furn any care into prayer anywhere.
v Morning prayers lead 1o evening praise.




A Hard Saying

I n John 6, where the miracle of Jesus feeding tt
was offered. Those who sought him out the following day heard the great lesson on how Jesus was the

bread of heaven, and what following him really meant. More than his being just a bread Messiah, able

to provide for their physical needs, Jesus came to offer himself for the sins of the world, to offer life
through his sacrifice. He pointed out the need for him and his will to be an integral part of who we are,

il lustrated in the words “Jolen&&3 on my fl esh and dr

Unable to discern the spiritual application of these words, many of the crowds left, believing Jesus was
advocating some barbaric ritual. The larger body of disciples following Jesus was just as confused by
his words. Thisasya hardesayimg) who ead lister! ©'16:6@. When Jesus explained

to them he was speaking of spiritual principles (6:63), it was still hard for them to hear, to grasp and
understand, so much so that many stopped following Je8%)( leaving only the 12 when it was all

over.

What made this teaching hard was their lack of spiritual insight, their inability to understand the spiri-

tual principle Jesus was emphasizing, and thus their inability, and even a lack of desire, to follow what
Jesus had said. This is not the only statement of Jesus and Scripture that could be labeled as hard.
Many find Jesus statement to believe and be immerdddrk 16:19 to be hard as well, not because

it’s di fficult to understand, but because it goe
testimony Scripture offers to its necessity is virtually ignored or explained away, despite Peter clearly
saying immersion and salvation are integrally connecieB¢t. 3:2].

It’s not just those who haven’'t obeyed the gospel
sire to please oneself has caused the teaching of Scripture on singing praises to God to be hard, as in-
struments are being added in some congregations.

the week, the role of women in the leadership of the church, and other matters of faith are hard for
some, as well.

Even for those who are not influenced by such <ch
living can be hard. Faithful attendance in worship, giving as one has been prospered, personal holi-
ness, and other aspects of daily Christian living can be hard when the heart is not devoted to the Lord.
J e s u s If walove me, you will keep my commandménisbin 14:1%. If we have truly given our-

selves to the Lord, then will wanting to live for him be a hard thing to do?

One thing that wildl trul y beAndthanawill ltdeclare ®wéhem, 1 s t h
YSOSNI 1ySé @2dzT RSLI NI T NP W4ty B828). Aszhdml as shokk Wdds 2 F
will be to hear, those to whom they are spoken will have no choice but to be forever separated from

him, though Jesus said his yoke is easy and his burden isNMigtit (1:30). We each should ask our-

selves which is the harder saying of Jesus, to live for him today or live without him for eternity?
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