
Mid-Week Announcements 

 

Welcome 
 
 We pray God will be glorified, and you edified, by our time 

together this evening. 
 We ask all cell phones be set to silent or vibrate. 

 Hearing devices are available for those who could benefit 
from their use.  Check with the sound room. 

 

Youth News 
 

SATURDAY EVENTS: 

 Puppets 6th grade and under will meet this Saturday (Apr. 
4) at the building at 10 am. 

 Live Drama will meet this Saturday (Apr 4) at the building at 
5 pm. 

SUNDAY EVENTS: 

 Egg Hunt and Lunch:  There will be a pizza lunch to be fol-
lowed by an egg hunt this Sunday (Apr. 5) after morning 
worship.  This will be for kids 6th grade and under.  If you are 
in 7th grade and older, please come and help with this event. 

 Sandy’s Bible Bowl team will meet this Sunday (Apr. 5),  
after lunch and the egg hunt.  You will practice until 3:30 pm. 

 Puppets 7th and older will meet at 1pm. 

 Robie and Todd’s Bible Bowl/Bible Quiz teams will meet at 
1:30 pm. 

 Puppets 6th and under will meet at 3:30 pm. 

 Signing for the Deaf will meet at 4 pm. 

 Live Drama will meet at 4:30 pm. 

 Service Project:  If anyone wants to donate a bag of Easter 
candy for a service challenge project, please bring it to Carla 
Matthews by April 5.    

 If you plan to caravan with the group to the LTC convention, 
please sign the sheet in the foyer.  There is also a sign-up 
sheet to provide food for our hospitality room.   

 

Ladies’ Class  
 
Ladies’ class will meet Wednesday, Apr. 8.  All ladies are encour-
aged to take part in this study on prayer.   
 

Visitation  
 
Visitation team #3 (Wayne/Dixie Moseley) will meet Sunday, 
Apr. 12.  All members asked to be present. 
 

Medina Home  
 
We have been asked to collect items for the children at Medina 
Home once again.  They need powdered sugar/sugar.  The truck 
will be here the week of May 4, so lets get busy and bring as 
much as we can. 

 

Remember in Prayer 
 
Information available when the bulletin was printed.  Listen to the 
announcements for updates. 

 Morgan Wilson is having heart problems.  It’s being treated 
with medication. 

 Bill Ferguson had shoulder surgery last week. 

 Dorothy Wood will have tests later this month in Dallas on 
her eyes. 

 Francis Rogers has been diagnosed with non-Hodgkin's lym-
phoma and beta cell lymphoma.  This health problem is treat-
able.  Remember, Francis is in Heritage at Longview and 
would appreciate calls, cards, and visits. 

 Jessie Anderson will have hip replacement surgery tomor-
row at Longview Regional, 7 am. 

 Robert Nipper, Charlie’s brother, had his surgery postponed. 

 Morgan Matthew’s nurse, Billie, needs our prayers as she 
deals with health problems with both her parents at this time. 

 Mary Lou Berlin, a coworker with Birney Westbrook, asks 
prayers for her husband, who has cancer. 

 Evelyn White, mother of Gloria Gilmore, has various health 
issues related to her inability to process nutrients. 

 Sandra Shaffer, cousin of Sandra Phillips, is in critical condi-
tion following complications from surgery. 

Please continue to remember in prayer our shut-ins, whether 
home bound or in nursing facilities.   
 

39’ers Event 
 
The next 39’er activity will be Thursday, Apr. 16, 6 pm, in the new 
multipurpose room.  The menu is Sloppy Joes and fixings.  A sign 
up sheet is on the table in the foyer.  Hosts/hostesses for the 
month are:  Bill/Sandra Coley and Wayne/Lynn Hickey. 
 

Elder/Deacon Nomination 
 
You have the opportunity to submit the names of individuals to be 
considered to serve as elders/deacons for the Longview congre-
gation.  The forms and a box to put them in are in the foyer. 
 

Sympathy 
 
 Our sympathy is offered to Willie and Dorothy Bradley in the 

passing of their 4 month old grandson, London Wilson.  Wil-
lie is the preacher for the Harris Chapel congregation. 

 The Collins family, cousins of the Coley's, request our 
prayers due to the recent, unexpected deaths of a baby and 
grandfather.    

 

Men’s Business Meeting  
 

The next men’s business meeting will be Saturday, Apr. 18, from 
10 am to noon.  
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Good for the Soul 
 

Remember the statement, “Confession is good for the soul?”  It certainly is true when we’re 
willing to go before God and acknowledge our sins to him, to find forgiveness, healing, and re-
newal.  John writes, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9).  The precept is clear and easy to understand, 
but just how often do we practice it? 
 
Admitting one’s guilt and need for forgiveness is not easy, especially in a society where ac-
knowledging mistakes is rarely practiced.  It’s easy to blame circumstances, other people, even 
society itself for failures.  One of the best examples of this in Scripture is King Saul, who, when 
Samuel was not on time to offer a sacrifice before a battle against the Philistines, took it upon 
himself to do so.  Saul was from the tribe of Benjamin, not Levi, and had no right to assume the 
role of priest.  When Samuel confronted him about this, he blamed the people who were scat-
tering, Samuel for being late, the Philistines preparing for battle, and then concluded by saying, 
“I forced myself, and offered the burnt offering” (1 Sam. 13:12).  All this reasoning must have 
sounded logical to Saul, but Samuel said, “You have done foolishly.  You have not kept the com-
mand of the Lord your God, with which he commanded you” (13:13). 
 
I sometimes wonder how God responds to our arguments about our failings in life.  “I wouldn’t 
have done it if this person hadn’t said or done this, if I hadn’t been raised this way, if these cir-
cumstances hadn’t taken place.”  Or have we deceived ourselves into thinking we just don’t do 
anything wrong, that if we say or do something it must be correct?  God is a knower of our 
hearts (Acts 15:8), and has a perfect understanding of our motives and actions.  Forgiveness 
will not be found by blaming others, or ignoring our faults while reminding God of all our vir-
tues (Luke 18:10-12).  A humble heart, that can honestly say, “God, be merciful to me, a sin-
ner” (18:13) will find forgiveness, renewal, and strength for more faithful living.  David wrote, 
“L ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜŘ Ƴȅ ǎƛƴ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΣ ŀƴŘ L ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ŎƻǾŜǊ Ƴȅ ƛƴƛǉǳƛǘȅΥ  L ǎŀƛŘΣ ΨL ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴŦŜǎǎ Ƴȅ ǘǊŀƴǎπ
ƎǊŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΣΩ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊƎŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƛǉǳƛǘȅ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ǎƛƴ” (Psalm 32:5).  We would expect 
nothing less from a man after God’s own heart (Acts 13:22); what about us? 
 
James reminds us, “Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you” (James 4:10).  
The writer of Proverbs encourages us, “Whoever conceals his transgressions will not prosper, 
but he who confesses and forsakes them will obtain mercy” (Prov. 28:13).  It’s a deception of 
Satan to think we have hidden anything from God, but a blessing to know if we confess and 
repent, God offers complete forgiveness through his Son.  Pride does go before destruction 
(Prov. 16:18), but confession to the loving Father is good for the soul, as it restores and re-
news.  “My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin.  But if any-
one does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.  He is the propi-
tiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world” (1 John 2:1).   
 

Robert 
 


